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CONFIDENTIAL  SEOUL  000202 

SIPDIS 

E.O.  12958:  DECL:  10/23/2029 
TAGS:  PGOV  PREL  MARR  ETRD  KS  KN 

SUBJECT:  DASD  SCHIFFER:  KOREAN  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY  MEMBERS 

PITCH  "SUNSHINE  POLICY",  OPCON  DELAY,  AND  ACTION  ON  FTA 

Classified  By:  POL  M/C  James  L.  Wayman.  Reasons  1.4  (b),  (d) . 

1. (C)  Summary:  In  separate  meetings  with  DASD  Michael  Schiffer  on  January  26  and  27,  ruling  Grand  National  Party  (GNP)  and  opposition  Democrat! 

2. (C)  DASD  Schiffer  hosted  DP  National  Assembly  Members  Park  Jie-won,  Park  Sun-sook,  and  Seo  Jong-pyo  for  dinner  on  January  26.  Park  Jie-won,  c 

North  Korea  

3. (C)  Park  Jie-won,  though  pessimistic  that  North  Korea  would  ever  abandon  its  nuclear  weapons,  said  the  U.S.  should  normalize  relations,  disci; 

4. (C)  DASD  Schiffer,  recounting  the  history  of  U.S.  efforts  to  engage  North  Korea,  including  President  Obama, s offer  of  an  outstretched  hand  ir 

5. (C)  Seo  Jong-pyo,  representing  the  conservative  wing  of  the  DP,  said  that  North  Korea,  from  the  perspective  of  former  President  Kim  Dae-jung' 

6. (C)  Park  Jie-won  said  time  was  of  the  essence  to  strike  a deal  with  Kim  Jong-il  before  he  died,  because  nobody  else  had  the  decision  making  s 

7. (C)  Park  Jie-won,  based  on  recent  conversations  he  had  with  Chinese  government  officials,  said  China  did  not  take  the  sanctions  against  North 

8. (C)  GNP  Member  Hwang  Jin-ha  said  planning  for  contingencies  in  the  North  was  critical  because  Kim  Jong-il's  poor  health  and  the  destabilizinc 

OPCON  

9. (C)  GNP  and  DP  members  were  nearly  unanimous  that  the  planned  transition  of  wartime  operational  control  (OPCON)  to  the  ROK  in  2012  should  be 

10.  (C)  Hwang  Jin-ha,  reflecting  a broad  consensus  in  the  ruling  GNP,  argued  strongly  for  delaying  the  planned  transition  of  wartime  OPCON  to  th 

11.  (C)  OSD  Senior  Country  Director  for  Korea  Brian  Arakelian  told  Hwang  that  the  process  of  preparing  for  OPCON  transition  had  strengthened  U.S 

12.  (C)  DP  Members  Park  Jie-won  and  Seo  Jong-pyo  said  OPCON  transition  should  be  delayed.  Seo's  opinion  was  based  on  his  assessment  that  OPCON  t 

FTA 

13.  (C)  GNP  Rep.  Hwang  Jin-ha  was  critical  of  the  U.S.  delay  in  ratifying  the  KORUS  FTA.  Hwang  said  ratification  of  the  FTA  was  strategically  in 

14.  (C)  DASD  Schiffer  told  Hwang  and  Cho  that  while  he  understood  and  appreciated  the  strategic  significance  of  the  FTA,  the  U.S. -ROK  Alliance  v 

15.  (U)  DASD  Schiffer  cleared  this  message.  STEPHENS. 


